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Focusing on Peel Park as a rich, 
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creating activities to reconnect 
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Background 

This document has been created by Salford-based visual artist Claire Hignett and 
is related to an ongoing piece of work she is creating with DIY Theatre Company 
called “Together in our Separateness”.  It has grown from the need for DIY 
Theatre Company to  develop safe ways to meet face to face as we re-emerge 
from the lockdowns of the 2020/21 Covid 19 Pandemic. The project focuses on 
Peel Park as a rich, accessible and inclusive setting for creating activities for all. 

Mainly written for use by DIY as an organisation as we transition to face-to-face 
activities, this document is also available for other artists and organisations to 
make use of to suit their purposes. 

The project has been made possible by a micro-commission offered by The Peel 
Park Rangers team working with the Salford Culture and Place Partnership to 
support informal learning and creative engagement in Peel Park.  

About DIY Theatre Company 

DIY is an established member-led Learning Disability Theatre Company based in 
Salford. For over 25 years we have been challenging perceptions and barriers by 
creating accessible, high quality and thought-provoking theatre , performance, 
research, education and creative projects. Sharing good practice is important to 
us. 

About Claire Hignett 

Claire Hignett is a Salford based visual artist with nearly 30 years experience of 

working with adults who have learning, physical and sensory disabilities.  Her arts 

practice includes personal work and community and socially engaged art. Claire is 

a freelance practitioner who works regularly for DIY Theatre Company. 

Links 

Web link: www.diytheatre.org.uk www.clairehignett.co.uk 
Instagram: @diytheatreco @claire_hignett 
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DIY Theatre Company follow the principles of inclusive practice and considers 

access to mean more than just physical access but also for access to be equal and 

inclusive.  Being safe and feeling safe are important aspects of this so any activity 

will require a site visit and site and activity specific risk assessment plus 

arrangement with the Park ranger and/or Salford Museum and Art Gallery. 

 

This document has been devised in three parts: 

 

Part One: Activity Spaces: consists of images of statues and sculptures, buildings, 

spaces and walkways and areas of interest for workers to start to visualise the 

park. I have deliberately kept text to a minimum, just using it to highlight where 

further information on access is required and to point out details that I think 

might be interesting. 

 

Part Two: Access: observations relating to access that I think it would be useful to 

be aware of while imaging activities for DIY members to do within the spaces; it 

does not replace a risk assessment. 

 

Part Three: Creative Ideas: suggestions for using the spaces and sculptures for 

visual arts and crafts and with space for artists from other disciplines to add their 

own ideas. This part of the document is also available in Microsoft Word format 

to use as a working document. 
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PART 1 
 

Victoria and Albert Statues, Salford Museum and Art Gallery façade and Salford 

University façade

 
Two prominent statues of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert stand to the front of 

Salford Museum and Art Gallery and Salford University. They are on grass but a 

path runs around the edge. 

 

Important: see accessibility section  

 

The sense of separation between these two statues is very poignant and they may 

be a place to explore the separation resulting from isolating and social distancing, 

also loss. Albert, Queen Victoria’s husband died when they were both quite 

young. 
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Queen Victoria Statue: Queen Victoria’s hand rests on a crown. Her clothing with 

its detail and drape would be an interesting focus for an activity. The Statue is 

very weathered.  
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Prince Albert statue showing him holding a scroll and 

standing at the side of a pile of books, papers and a 

globe. 

 

Image detail: top right of scroll and below right of 

books papers and globe.  
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Museum and Art 

Gallery façade 

showing detailing in 

brickwork. 

There are lots of 

interesting geometric 

shapes and 

decorative detail 

incorporated into the 

building, particularly 

squares, circles, ovals 

and rectangles. 
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Salford University façade: There is a 

great deal of detail to notice. 

Interesting shapes such as ovals, 

rectangles, circles, ovals and domes 

and also some very interesting fan 

shapes. 

 

There are also various friezes which 

might be an interesting starting point 

for an activity. 
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The promenade, viewing platform and steps 

To the rear of the 

museum is a small 

promenade that 

overlooks the park. 

Steps lead to a viewing 

platform below and 

continue into the park.  

Important: see 

accessibility section  

 

Top image: showing 

promenade with 3 

seats. Top of steps can 

just been seen by the 

red fence sign and the 

inset pavement. 

 

 

 

Below Image: showing 

steps from the rear of 

the museum 

descending to viewing 

platform and 

continuing from 

viewing platform into 

the park. 
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The Viewing Platform is a large space 

suitable for a variety of activities 

Image left: front of viewing platform 

showing wheel chair access ramp 

which runs past the Park keepers 

Loge to the Disability Parking Space. 

 

Image above right: Viewing platform 

showing steps leading to park and 

single bench. 

 

Important: see accessibility section  

 

 

Image below left: Rear wall of viewing 

platform. N.B. rainwater drainage holes 

at base making parts of surface wet. 

  



 
 

11 
 

The Flower Garden 

The Flower Garden is an original although modernised feature of the park. 

 

Top image – taken in 

autumn -showing the 

view looking down 

from Salford Museum 

and Art Gallery, also 

showing the viewing 

platform 

 Note the circular 

pavement at the 

centre of the tear drop 

shape. This is a good 

space for an outdoor 

activity. 

 

 

Image below- taken in winter - shows the view from the far end of the flower 

garden looking up towards the Museum.



 
 

12 
 

Photo of visitor map showing position of 

Salford Museum and Art Gallery, steps, 

viewing platform and promenade in 

relation to the flower garden. 

 

Note the shape of the flower garden. This 

shape is the symbol for the park and can 

be found on information boards and 

embedded into pavements and other 

structures.   

Plants than can be seen in summer in the 

garden include: 
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Statue of Joseph Brotherton MP 1783 -1857  

 

 
Salford’s first MP, founding member of the Vegetarian Society, a campaigner for 

workers’ rights and a reformer. 

 Brotherton believed in opening education up for all and was a passionate 

promoter of Peel Park.  

He was known for his simple dress and always wore a fresh flower in his 

buttonhole. 
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Detail of Brotherton Statue 

showing profile, clothing 

detail, and inscriptions on the 

plinth. 

Interesting details to note are 

that he is holding a scroll and 

wearing a flower in his button 

hole. 
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The statue of Joseph Brotherton overlooks a large circular pavement with inset 

date details of events related to the park and other local parks.  Behind the statue 

is a tall flood marker set within another circular pavement containing a detailed 

map of the river Irwell surrounded by stone blocks suitable to sit on for an 

activity. 

  



 
 

16 
 

Circular Pavement in front of the Brotherton Statue  

 

 

Image left is the centre 

of the pavement. Note 

it has the symbol for 

Peel Park  
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Flood Marker and River Irwell circular Pavement. 
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The Fabric of Nature: Sculpture by Julia Hilton June 2000 

View of The Fabric of Nature from the flood marker showing the rising spiral of 

earth works. 

 

 

View from the 

centre of The 

Fabric of Nature 

looking towards 

the flood marker 

and the 

Brotherton 

Statue. 
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The Fabric of Nature 

of Nature is an 

earthwork in the 

shape of a bud and 

leaf unfurling up into 

a double spiral 

mound, leading to a 

curved seating area. 

The central seating 

area can only be 

accessed by climbing 

the spiral earthwork 

and can only been 

seen from a high vantage point. It is concealed at ground level. 

 

Important: see accessibility section  
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Monument to the Third Millennium: Sculpture by Adrian Moakes June 2000 

View from the centre of the Fabric of Nature looking towards Monument to the 

Third Millennium.  
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Monument to the Third 

Millennium is a steel sculpture 

representing a swirling shoal of 

fish swimming upwards 

through a vortex of water.  

The outer, spiralling 

latticework of 'water' appears 

to move as one walks around 

the sculpture. The cone is 

5metres high and 1.9metres in 

diameter. 

There is a seat at the base. 

Important: see accessibility 

section  
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Riverside walk and watching the birds 

 

There are two walks alongside the River Irwell in the Park. One at river level on 

the right of the photo and the other on top of the flood bank at the left of the 

photo  

 

 

 

 

 

Important: see 

accessibility 

section - 

essential for 

river level path  
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River level path 

  

The river level path is a wide path that runs between the river and the park and is 

only accessible from the Chapel Street entrance unless you want a long walk. 

There are very good views of the water fowl and into the clear water. 
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Flood bank path 

The flood bank path runs the length of the park and because of the height is a 

really good place to view the park and surrounding area. It is a great place to 

notice and listen to the surroundings. There is also seating. 
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On the kerb between the ranger station and the white bridge are six plaques with 

images of birds that can be spotted along the river.   

Grey Heron: 
 

King Fisher 

Golden Eye 

Grey Wagtail 

Tufted Duck 

Eurasian Coot 
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Green Spaces 

There are plenty of green spaces within the park suitable for outdoor activities. 

The rangers also have a gazebo and dome that can be used to support activities. 

 
 

Images taken from 

flood bank path by 

the footbridge 
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Spaces that aren’t spaces!  

Space for sounds and listening: If you stop to listen there are lots of sounds 

within the park that can be heard close to or from a distance.  These include 

waterfowl on the river, the sound of the river, dogs barking, children playing, and 

skateboards on pavement, distant traffic, footballs being kicked and people 

laughing and talking. 

 

 

There is also a long 

tradition of music 

being played in the 

Park, particularly 

brass bands. 
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Space for looking up, down, around and across 

 

The park is full of really interesting trees 

to look up through and is a great place 

to look up at the sky, look at the clouds 

and spot birds flying. 

 

 

 

Looking down to the ground are spring 

flowers, fallen leaves and blossom, 

cones and seeds. The fabric of nature 

sculpture is raised in a labyrinth shape 

and the pavements have interesting 

textures and features such as the Irwell 

river circle by the flood marker. 

It is also interesting to look down into 

the river, looking at the reflections and 

through the clear water. 
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The park is set within a natural hollow so has visible boundaries to look up and 

across to. The far bank of the river has really interesting shaped buildings and the 

bank itself is a mostly man made with vegetation growing through it, creative 

interesting shapes and textures to focus on. 
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Both of the boundaries with Salford University and with Salford Museum and Art 

Gallery have buildings with interesting old and contemporary features too. 
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Space to observe time: 

The Park is a really interesting place to engage with the passage of time, not just 

in its history, but by observing the seasons through nature and weather. 

The Park has a linear history and a start date which can be seen in the buildings 

and statues. Themes of birth, death and renewal can be discussed around the 

characters in the statues and the meanings of the sculptures as well as in the 

growing of plants and the seasonal changes so visible in the trees and plants. Time 

for the river can be told through the flood marker and the seasonal return and 

departure of water birds. The flood marker on a sunny day also becomes a 

sundial, marking the daily passage of time.  
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Park Keepers base 

 
The Park Keeper’s base is at the back of Salford University’s Maxwell Building. It is 

accessible by ramp and close to the disability parking spaces. There is a picnic 

table outside and space for a gazebo for outside activities. By prior arrangement 

there are two activity rooms and a disability adapted toilet. 

 

 

   



 
 

35 
 

 

 

Photo of visitors map showing 

the position of the keepers 

base and position of the 

disability vehicle parking 

spaces – by the you are here 

bubble. 

  



 
 

36 
 

Inside the Park Keeper’s base 

N.B It is essential to book this space  

 

Images above of the two activity rooms 

within the Park Keeper’s base. Both are 

more spacious than they appear on the 

photo. 

Image of disability adapted toilet showing 

positioning of support bars. There is also 

a vertical support bar to the right of the 

sink. 

N.B. This toilet is used by all and also 

contains the baby change trolley which 

will need to be moved prior to use for 

good wheelchair access. 
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Part 2: Access 

 

This document has been written for artists and creatives working with DIY Theatre 

Company to start to think about activities that could take place within Peel Park 

as a means to reconnect DIY members following the Covid 19 Pandemic of 

2020/21.  This section on access has been written specifically to highlight access 

matters that could affect known members of DIY Theatre Company. It is NOT a 

risk assessment and a full site visit and risk assessment must be carried out in 

advance of activities. 

 

Things to consider in addition to physical access: 

 There is very little shelter within the Park so consider the weather and 

appropriate clothing and footwear. On a Sunny day the park is in full sun. 

Think about where or how shade can be provided for activities. 

 There are no public toilets. Due to Covid 19 issues the toilets in the 

Museum may not be available. 

 The Park is used by cyclists and skateboarders who don’t always take other 

people’s needs into consideration with regard to how fast and close they go 

particularly on the flood bank path. This could be an issue for people who 

startle easily, who are deaf or blind and those unsteady on their feet. 

 The University has a pay as you go electric scooter rental system there are 

therefore people using electric scooters in the park. 

  Dog walkers don’t always clean up their dog mess and litter can be a 

problem. Plan time to check/clean up the space you intend to use before 

the activity commences to ensure it feels safe and welcoming 

 

There are many interesting things to notice within the park and it is a great place 

to use binoculars, telescopes and magnifying glasses observe plants, birds and the 

shapes and patterns in nature and the built environment.  As binoculars and 

telescopes are expensive and impractical for many people to use I would suggest 

as part of pre planning and preparation that images are taken in advance, printed 

in detail and laminated. This will ensure maximum ability to participate visually.  
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Physical Access 

Access is good with a few caveats. 

 

There is good disability parking 

available on request by contacting, 

jessica.britch@salford.gov.uk for 

more information. 

 

There are bollards in place when the 

rangers are not there which stops 

access to vehicles.  This shouldn’t be 

a problem for DIY activities as these 

will be arranged in conjunction with 

the ranger and use of the Park 

Keepers base. 

 

Facing the Museum and Art Gallery 

the most accessible entrance is to the right of the Maxwell Building.  

The Park is in a hollow at the back of Salford Museum and Art Gallery so you need 

to be aware that accessible entrances are at the top of the hill which has 

implications for people who use wheel chairs and have difficulty walking or 

heart/related conditions.  

The disability parking space is at the 

bottom of the hill is behind the Maxwell 

building. If you intend to run an activity 

around the front of the Museum and Art 

Gallery and the Statues of Victoria and 

Albert you will need to think about how 

people will get up and down the hill.  

 

More information can be found at 

https://www.salford.gov.uk/peelpark 

 

mailto:jessica.britch@salford.gov.uk
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Accessibility for DIY members around the Museum and Art Gallery and Victoria 

and Albert Statues 

In front of the museum is a car park with related traffic risk issues. 

 

The statues of Victoria and Albert are on grass 

and therefore not suitable for wheel chair access 

when the grass is wet. There is a path close by. 

There is no public seating. 

 

Behind the Museum is a promenade that 

overlooks the park with 3 public benches. There 

is access to the Park from here via steps. There is 

also a steep sloped entrance to the park on the 

left hand side (when facing the park) although 

this would be difficult for someone using a wheel 

chair to navigate due to the slope. 

 

Image above shows angle of path from promenade at the back of the Museum 

and Art gallery 

 

I would suggest if doing an activity in these spaces that members are dropped off 

from the mini bus at the top of the hill and then use the entrance at the side of 

the Maxwell building to access the park. I.e. start the activity at the top of the hill. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

40 
 

Viewing Platform Access 

The viewing platform is accessible 

from the Museum and Art Gallery 

only by steps. Wheel chair access is 

from the ramp at the side of the Park 

keepers lodge by the disability parking 

spaces. 

 

 It is a good ramp with hand rails, but 

due to the fact it has to zigzag up the 

hill it is quite a long one so some 

people might find it hard to self 

propel in a wheel chair and would 

require assistance.  I would also 

consider how people with heart or 

breathing conditions might access 

this. There is a picnic bench outside 

the Park Keepers lodge where 

someone could sit to take a break. 
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 Access within the Park 

The majority of paths within the Park are well maintained and accessible for 

wheel chair users and there are plenty of benches for people to sit down and rest. 

The only part of the park with poor disability access is the sculpture “The fabric of 

nature” as this is an earthwork accessed by a narrow grass spiral path. It is 

therefore not accessible for a wheel chair user or anyone unsteady on their feet.  

The fabric of nature sculpture and the Monument to the Third Millennium 

sculpture are both situated on the grass and therefore wet weather conditions 

must be taken into account with regard to wheel chair users and people at risk of 

slipping and falling. 

The Riverside paths are 

accessible, although the lower 

path at the side of the river is 

down quite a steep slope so 

access for wheel chair users 

needs to be thought through. I.e. 

if a person loses control while self 

propelling down they could end 

up in the river! The same slope is 

also the only exit close to the 

park entrance so it will be quite 

difficult to push or self propel a 

wheelchair user back up. 

The path to the left is on top of 

the flood bank and has great 

views of the Park. Access is good 

from the disability parking spaces 

and at the white bridge that can 

be seen in the photo there is a 

ramp into the park. 
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Part 3: Creative Ideas: This section is also available as a working document 

into word format.  

Around the Museum and Art Gallery and Victoria and Albert Statues 

Visual Art and Craft: 
Queen Victoria’s clothing suggests draping, folding and fashion. She has her hand 
resting on a crown suggesting jewels and jewellery. 
 Activities could include making dolls, puppets, paper dolls and peg dolls. Folding 
fabric and paper to make books in which to stitch, draw or collage. Making paper 
beads and jewels, papier mâche beads and collages with jewel coloured sweet 
wrappers. 
The Albert statue also suggests drape from his cloak. He holds a scroll (as does the 
Statue of Joseph Brotherton) and has a globe, books and papers/maps. This 
suggests ideas of making paper scrolls/books and maps to draw/write colour in. 
 
The Museum and Art Gallery and Salford University building are impressive 
buildings and contain lots of architectural shapes, particularly arched windows, 
and geometric patterns in the brick. These could be recreated in collage, and 
paper mosaic.  The arch window shape is a good shape to cut out as a view finder 
through which to view sections of the park. 
What Creative Ideas do you have? 
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The Flower Garden and Park 

Visual Art and Craft: 
Pre print shape of the flower garden to fill in with images and or words using 
collage, drawing or painting. Making paper flowers. Use polystyrene printing to 
print the shape. 
Be aware of the seasons: the colours of flowers, trees and sky, what can you see 
today? Record in Sketchbook/zine. 
Safely pick up twigs and leaves to make marks with paint or ink. 
Rubbings of tree bark and pavement textures onto paper or fabric. Use these to 
stitch, draw on or collage the texture. This could be taken into mono-print, relief 
print (polystyrene or lino) or collagraph print using string and found items. 
Lots of opportunity for drawing scenery or small detail, and using a viewfinder to 
look at small detail and wide landscapes. Use a magnifying glass to look at insects 
and plants. 
The flower garden shape is the symbol of the park and can be found printed on 
notices and embedded into the circular pavements, how many can you find? 

What Creative Ideas do you have? 
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Flood marker, River Irwell Pavement and Joseph Brotherton Statue 

Visual Art and Craft: 
Lots of opportunity to talk geometry, height, circles, shapes! 
Joseph Brotherton Statue: Look at his profile, make silhouettes of our own faces. 
He has a flower in his button hole, make tissue paper buttonholes. Like Prince 
Albert he is holding a scroll -see activities as for Prince Albert Statue. 
Circular pavement in front of statue includes dates about the park and arrows 
pointing to other parks: use a compass, make a time circle about events in our 
own lives or a DIY time line. Pre print-images of the pavement as a grid for people 
to draw/write in. 
Use both circular pavement designs to create pizza base relief prints. 
Flood Marker: measure our heights, look at shadows, and make a sundial.  
The Irwell pavement map suggests embroidery and weaving and drawing with a 
continuous line, making marks, making string sculpture, printing with string glued 
to card, string jewellery. Combine Brotherton’s buttonhole + river line to make 
paper daisy chains and flower jewellery. 

What Creative Ideas do you have? 
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The Fabric of Nature Sculpture 

Visual Art and Craft: 
There is a real sense of conceal and reveal in this sculpture and it is a good space 
to think about hiding things. This could be done by making boxes or pouches or 
origami shapes that can be turned inside out. 
Using air dried clay, plasticine or dough craft could create our own earthworks 
and miniature sculptures. The spiral shape lends itself well to this. 
Spirals can also be used in drawing and stitching, particularly using a continuous 
line. Making spirals in wire or air dried clay for jewellery or making dream 
catchers. Spirals can also be used in collagraph, relief and mono printing. 
The spiral shape is also related to the scrolls held by Prince Albert and Joseph 
Brotherton. It would be interesting to roll up paper tightly onto a scroll and cut 
the ends of to make paper spirals, which could be used for collage or quilling. 
  
What Creative Ideas do you have? 
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Monument to the Third Millennium 

Visual Art and Craft: 
Shape suggests knots and twists suggesting string sculptures with string and PVA 
glue. Also suggests wire sculptures or wire jewellery. The interweaving suggests 
card weaving, paper weaving and weaving/stitching on hessian. Also macramé, 
plaiting and making tassels. 
Good structure to inspire drawing, mark making and printing. Sculpture suggests 
ideas of a net, capture and looking through. Paper cone shapes are easy to make 
and can be turned into dolls, game pieces and buildings. 
 

What Creative Ideas do you have? 
 



 
 

47 
 

Riverside Walks 

Visual Art and Craft: 
Lots of views to draw, film/photograph 
View across the river includes lots of building shapes. Also very interesting brick, 
stone and concrete walls. Bridges contain interesting shapes. 
Lots of textures and reflections to draw, colour, stitch, collage, papier mâché, 
mark making and print.  
Lots of birds. Images of birds could be pre-printed for people to colour or spot. 
Birds also a good source of inspiration for texture, colour and movement. 
Feathers suggest writing/drawing with a quill, collage and mark making. 
 

What Creative Ideas do you have? 
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A note about sounds and music in the park 

The Park has a history of music which might be worth exploring. There are also 

lots of interesting sound from the bird life on the river and from people using the 

park such as children playing in the playground, students playing football and the 

sound of skateboards. It is worth taking time to listen when you do your visit. 

 


